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»Padagogische Horizonte« Call for Papers

For the next issue of the online journal “Padagogische Horizonte” (scheduled publication date: Q4/2026
or Q1/2027), we are issuing the following call for papers on the topic

»Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands!« (eph 5,22

The retraditionalisation of gender roles
and its social implications

Manosphere, incels, tradwives: While keeping up with the times digitally, influencers are rolling back
the understanding of gender roles by decades. A hegemonic masculinity is promoted as the solution
to rescue the strong (white) man from the crisis supposedly caused by efforts toward equality. In these
social media worlds, the old rule is reinstated: the woman belongs in the kitchen and naturally submits
to her husband. He can rule over his wife as he pleases — from her sexuality to whether she is allowed to
work. Even women'’s suffrage is repeatedly called into question. Heterosexuality is presented as the only
valid form of relationship — sometimes tied to the promotion of purity culture, sometimes to the call
for men to “just take” women. Other sexual orientations, gender identities and feminism are dismissed
as “gender ideology”.

The resurgence of traditional gender roles on social media is part of a broader series of social upheavals
in which long-standing democratic norms and values are being challenged. The law of the strongest is
making a comeback, threatening to override minority rights. In the campaign against women’s rights
and so-called “gender ideology”, Christian and right-wing actors frequently unite, prioritizing their
shared opposition to feminism and gender equality over other ideological divides. The intersection of
religion, politics and social media logic creates a volatile mix that not only undermines foundational
democratic and human rights principles but has already influenced election outcomes.

These social trends are also affecting the education sector. In the context of schools, this is evident in
the United Kingdom, where a package of measures was introduced at the end of 2025 aimed at com-
bating misogyny and violence against women. This initiative aims to address the challenges arising from
the influence of the manosphere and similar movements in school life. In higher education, the effects
of retraditionalisation of gender roles are more subtle but equally significant. These can be observed,
for instance, in the ongoing neoliberalisation of universities and the emphasis on excellence, which
often inadvertently reinforces traditional gender hierarchies.

To deepen the understanding of these phenomena and their underlying dynamics, this issue of “Pad-
agogische Horizonte” draws on contributions from diverse disciplines. Key questions to be addressed
include, for example:

= Religion: What Christian strategies are used to justify gender roles and how can these be critically
examined? What roles do Christian communities and churches play as actors and decision-makers
in these developments? What is the relationship between influencers as (partly theologically un-
educated) individuals and religion in its institutionalised form? Which misogynistic images of mas-
culinity appear across religious boundaries and how can these be countered by institutionalised
religion and in educational contexts?



= Pedagogy: How do these developments manifest in educational contexts? How do these phenome-
na impact children and young people and to what extent have they already entered the classroom?
How can issues of sex and gender be addressed in educational contexts beyond the accusation of
“early sexualisation”?

= |nstitutions of higher education: To what extent is the higher education sector affected by these
phenomena? What challenges arise for universities from the tension between critical education
and awareness-raising on the one hand and retraditionalised gender roles on the other? Where
are retraditionalising gender role tendencies embedded in the practices, structures, cultures and
strategies of university organisations? How can they be identified and what are the consequences?

= Social Media: What realities regarding sex and gender are currently being constructed on social
media? How do algorithms amplify or reinforce these new realities? Should technical possibilities
be regulated or limited to address these issues? What forms can awareness-raising and critical en-
gagement with these social media worlds take, especially within educational institutions?

= Politics: How are retraditionalised gender roles being deployed as a political strategy? What col-
laborations are emerging between influencers, political figures and religious actors in this context?
What impact do these dynamics have on democratic processes and institutions?

= Gender Studies: What power relations become apparent in the retraditionalised conceptions of
sex, gender and sexuality? What patterns of reasoning emerge and how can these be countered
from a gender studies perspective?

Abstract and submission of contributions

We invite proposals for contributions in German or English. Abstracts should be submitted by 15t April
2026 and must not exceed 2.500 characters (including spaces). Please send your abstract via email to
martin.kramer@ph-linz.at.

Notification of acceptance of the abstract and thus the invitation to write the article will be sent shortly
thereafter (guidelines for authors). The deadline for final contributions is 30th September 2026.

We look forward to receiving your submissions!

Katharina Musil, Sigrid Rettenbacher, Martin Kramer
Editorial team of the special issue
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